FAIRMONT PLANNING COMMISSION

The regular meeting of the Fairmont Planning Commission was held on MAY 20, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at the J.  Harper Meredith Building via WebEx.

President Greene called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call of members.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
MEMBERS PRESENT					MEMBERS ABSENT
Commissioner Yann				           				
Commissioner Jura								
Commissioner Wean						
Commissioner Perkins
Commissioner Parker 
Commissioner Majic 
President Greene
Commissioner Straight              


			CITY STAFF
City Planner – Mark Miller
Staff Assistant- Kirstin Poluck

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
President Greene led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES from April 22nd, 2020
Commissioner Straight approved the minutes as submitted.
Commissioner Yann seconded the motion.
Motion carried 7-0

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS TO SET FOR June 17th, 2020
1. [bookmark: _Hlk40443415][bookmark: _Hlk40263222]Richard and Diane Oldaker are requesting the abandonment of a portion of the Fleming Avenue Right-of-Way along Parcels 46 and 47 of Tax Map 3-12. 
[bookmark: _Hlk41384876]Mark Miller- There have been other ROW abandonments done on Fleming Ave previously. If you are familiar with this particular street you are aware the ROW is twice the width of the road. Mrs. Oldaker has reached out about the ROW abandonment on this street, she has also spoken to his neighbor about also committing to the ROW abandonment. 
Houston Richards- Mark have you marked off the points so that way we could drive by and check it out? 
Mark Miller- The surveyor has been contacted and is going to set up points on Bison and Worthington. 
Houston Richards- Have the water and electrical departments been contacted as well?
Mark Miller- We will be sending out the agency comment form this week.
President Jamie Green- motion to approve public hearing.
Commissioner Frank Yann- motion to approve.
Commissioner Dave Perkins- second the motion.
All in Favor – 7-0	

2. [bookmark: _Hlk40956709]Jason Vincent, of 1009 Booths Creek Road, has requested, under the provisions of Article 8.10.2, the rezoning of a 4-acre tract of land from Technology to General Residential.
                        Mark Miller- Mr. Vincent purchased a home that was outside of the city limits, however the additional tract of land with the property is High Tech property. Residential can not be done on High Tech. We have spoken to Kevin Sansalone and he stated that is may be approved as residential. The property is already residential on that side of the property just needs to be approved to move forward. Mr. Vincent is just wanting to be able to build a single-family home.
Houston Richardson- If we do this for one, we may have to do this for everyone.
Mark Miller- I have spoken to Kevin regarding this met the criteria for approval. The characteristic for that side of the hill is already residential so this would just be allowing the additional 4 acres to have that same specification. 
Commissioner Yann- would he own the entire 4 acres?
Mark Miller- Yes, sir. He is planning to tear down the remaining house down on that parcel and build in the city limits. High Tech has basically already created the characteristics for rezoning.
Commissioner Perkins- What is Mr. Vincent wanting to build on this property?
Mark Miller- He is planning to build a single-family residential home.
President Jamie Green- Where are the city limits on this property? Do they just follow the road?
Mark Miller- Yes, they do, and just on that side, the one parcel in the red is on the outside the city limits. The new build would be continuing the residential use within the city. We will certainly get more information and he will also be there to speak. 

                       Commissioner Houston Richardson- We definitely would like more information on this issue before moving forward. 
                         President Jamie Green – motion to approve for public hearing.
                         Commissioner Ron Straight- motion to approve.
                         Commissioner Mike Jura- second the motion.
                            All in favor- 7-0
3. [bookmark: _Hlk40956740]Victory Baptist Church, of 1875 Morgantown Ave, has requested the abandonment of a portion of the unnamed Right-of-Way between parcels 61 + 62 and 63 and between 57 + 58 and 59 + 60 of Tax Map 6-6.
Mark Miller- Victory Baptist purchased properties on the listed parcels wishing to use them for their church. They would like to do some work to that anterior and that alley way is in the way. We had some discussions the alley way running East to West we believe some residents use that so we are not pursuing that. However, the two alley ways running North to South are in the middle of their property. They own all but 57. They have spoken to the owner of plot 57 and they have no issue with the ROW abandonment.
Commissioner Perkins- Do they own plot 58 on that map as well.
Mark Miller- They own all but 57. They have spoken to the owner of plot 57 and they have no issue with the ROW abandonment.
                             President Jamie Green- motion to approve for public hearing.
Commissioner David Perkins- motion to approve.
Commissioner Frank Yann- Seconds the motion.
All in favor- 7-0.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk40956828]Randall Newlon is requesting the abandonment of a portion of the Edgemore Lane Right-of-Way along Parcels 112, 113, 125, 126, and 127 of Tax Map 4-7. 
                   Mark Miller- Mr. Newlon has just recently purchased a home in Fairmont after moving to Doddridge County. He stated that he has a young grandson is wishing to put a fence around his property and would like to abandon the right of way.       
Commissioner David Perkins- are their currently any utilities?
Mark Miller- As of right now we aren’t sure, but we will send someone in to gather more information.
               
                 President Jamie Green- motion to approve for public hearing?
                 Commissioner Houston Richardson- motion to approve.
                 Commissioner Ron Straight- second the motion.
                  All in favor- 7-0

5. [bookmark: _Hlk40956882]Brandon and Ali Haun are requesting the abandonment of an unopened alley way bisecting his property along Sterling Road (Tax Map 3-30, Parcels 163, 164, and 165).

Mark Miller-Mr. Haun bought this property along with several other parcels of land on that hillside and is planning to build a house on the land. He is asking to make the parcel on complete piece of property and abandon the right of way. We have reached out to water and sewer if we have anything in that particular little right of way. He doesn’t have to place his house on that little area, but it just makes sense to combine those lots and that little right of way is causing issues with that.
 Commissioner Frank Yann- are the neighbors contacted?
Mark Miller- Yes, we send out letter to the neighbors directly affected.
Commissioner Frank Yann- we had a similar case last year where a ROW abandonment affected the emergency vehicles and we had to turn down the request.
Commissioner Ron Straight- I drive by that property daily and I believe that may be difficult to build on that property.
 
President Greene- motion to approve for public hearing.
Commissioner Frank Yann- motion to approve.
Commissioner David Perkins- seconds to motion.
All in favor- 7-0





NEW BUISNESS
               Mark Miller- We are currently redoing the current zoning map. Alex has been working on the map to update some technical issues that were previously there. We would like to get that new map adopted.
            Commissioner David Perkins- Is this the zoning map for the city currently online?
             Mark Miller-Yes, it will be a web-based link that will be clearer, more searchable and easier to use.
                  President Greene- Is there any other business?

Commissioner Yann- would like to thank Matthew Holbert with IT for all this help during this time.

ADJOURNMENT
President Greene 
Commissioner Perkins motioned to adjourn.
Commissioner Richardson seconded the motion.
Motion carried 7-0 

