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The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Fairmont was held at 7:00 p.m. on the 25th day of February, 2020, at the Public Safety Building located at 500 Quincy Street in Fairmont, West Virginia.

Mayor Merrifield called the meeting to order.

Councilmembers present were: 

Second District			Frank G. Yann
Third District			Karl (David) Kennedy  
Fourth District			Kenneth (Brad) Merrifield 
Fifth District			Barry H. Bledsoe 
Sixth District			Dora Kay Grubb 
Seventh District			Philip R. (Phil) Mason
Eighth District			Thomas (Tom) Mainella 
Ninth District 			Donna M. Blood

Absent:

First District 			Joshua D. (Josh) Rice 

Also present were: 

City Manager 			Valerie Means 
City Attorney			Kevin Sansalone
City Clerk				Janet L. Keller 
Fire Chief 				Ed Simmons
Police Chief 			Steve Shine
Program Manager			Alex Petry 
Marketing Director		Hanna Turner 

IN RE:	EXCUSE COUNCILMEMBER RICE 

Councilmember Mainella entertained a motion to excuse Councilmember Rice from tonight’s meeting due to an illness.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Yann.  

Mayor Merrifield declared Councilmember Rice excused by voice vote of Council.  






IN RE:	OPENING CEREMONIES

Rev. James Norton gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Councilmember Mason. 

IN RE:	BUSINESS AWARD – PERENNIAL FLORAL  

Mayor Merrifield said that for each month of the year 2020, the City of Fairmont will be declaring a different local business as “Local Business of the Month.” The purpose of this award will be to recognize businesses who have exemplified longstanding, high-quality service and excellence to our City. Our local businesses reflect the heart and soul of Fairmont and will forever be a part of our story.  For the month of February 2020, we have selected Perennial Floral as the Local Business of the Month.

Perennial Floral opened in 2007 on Fairmont Avenue, and was forced by a fire to move into a new space at 1320 Locust Avenue. The Locust Avenue location initially was to be temporary, but has recently been announced as the permanent location for the business. Owner Robin Wood says that the new location works a lot better because they are able to work right in front of the customers, it’s easy in, easy out, and the entrance is level.

Perennial Floral is a full-service Florist operation that specializes in fresh floral bouquets, everyday bouquets, weddings, funerals, and other events. They also offer specialty wines, any type of plants, artificial flowers, wreaths, and home décor. 

The staff at Perennial Floral tries to stand-out and remains successful by being unique in service. They keep up on the trends, what’s popular, and are constantly researching new roses and other varieties of flowers. They also heavily support local growers, contributing to the Farm to Florist model. The most admirable aspect of the business is the love and dedication that goes into their day to day operations.

We encourage all citizens to check out Perennial Floral throughout the year. They can be found at 1320 Locust Avenue and are open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 3 pm and Saturday from 10 am to 1 pm.  The Mayor thanked them for their service to the City of Fairmont.



APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Merrifield noted that each member of Council had received a copy of the minutes from the Regular Meeting held on February 11, 2020.               

Councilmember Blood moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Mainella.    
         
The Mayor declared the minutes approved as submitted by voice vote of Council. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

IN RE:	AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF FAIRMONT’S 2019-2020 ANNUAL BUDGET:  GENERAL FUND 

Pursuant to a notice duly published in the Times-West Virginian on February 17, 2020, a public hearing was convened to obtain citizen input on a proposed ordinance providing for a General Fund Budget Revision.                                           
                      
The Mayor asked if anyone present desired to speak to the proposed ordinance.  

Ms. Means spoke in favor of this proposed ordinance.  She said this is the fourth revision for the General Fund and in the regular course of business, we do this throughout the year.           

There being no one else to speak, the public hearing was called to a close at 7:12 p.m.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN RE:	CLOSING OF MARION REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Councilmember Yann stated that with the closing of the hospital, Meals on Wheels will continue on the West Side.  They have 42 clients and it will continue as long as the hospital is providing the meals.  He added that they don’t have an exact date on that, however, the officers are trying to search for an alternate use.  He mentioned that John Manchin Health Center will not be affected but they have some ideas in plan that they are trying to work out.  He said that, hopefully, they will continue the West Side deliveries.  

Councilmember Mainella talked about the closure announcement of Fairmont Regional Medical Center. He said that he has been associated with the Rescue Squad long enough that he knows a little bit about response times and this is one of those things, whoever’s fault it is, it’s probably going to cost people their lives.  Here in Fairmont, we are 15 or 20 minutes away from UHC, however, the people who live in the outlining areas of Marion County, it is worse for them as far as the length of time it is going to take for the Rescue Squad to get down to an emergency room.  Let’s hope someone can put the pieces back together, pretty quickly, and get us an emergency room that will be urgently needed.  

Councilmember Mason echoed Councilmember Mainella’s concerns as well about the hospital closing.  There are a lot of people concerned and trying to find a way to remain open.  

Councilmember Blood noted that she agreed with Councilmember Mainella and Councilmember Mason both.  She said that we all are devastated by what has happened and we all know people who are affected by this and it is heartbreaking.  

Councilmember Bledsoe stated that the closing of the hospital will be so much of an impact on the loss of jobs to the potential loss of life without an emergency room to the loss of income for businesses.  He said that he believes Alecto intended to close Fairmont General before they even bought it.  They proved themselves to be liars in the other closures that they have had where they said they would be open for a certain amount of time and closed sooner.  He then said that he did not think the hospital would last 60 days.  The hospital property was owned by the Fairmont Building Commission when Fairmont General had it and they leased it to Fairmont General for $1.00 per month and then when Alecto came in and bought Fairmont General at a bargain price because it was in bankruptcy, part of the deal was that they got the property so that property was given up under the false pretense that we would have a hospital here forever.  It was given up under good intentions because at the time Fairmont General was in trouble and if we gave up the property, we could keep the hospital here.  With that being another lie from Alecto, it may be difficult, if not impossible to do, but he thought the City should do something whether it is court action or whatever to get that property back and under our control so we can be a player in trying to help find somebody to take that hospital.  

Mayor Merrifield said that he happened to be at the meeting when we first learned of the lay-off and it was put together by the Chamber of Commerce with the concern that it was following the model of the northern panhandle hospital that did just get closed.  A lot of discussion at that time and the hospital officials, in the second meeting, assured us that it wasn’t the same at all and that they had no plans of closing it and it wasn’t even the same problem that they had in the northern panhandle.  He went on to say that they put us to ease at a certain extent but we continued to have meetings trying to reach out to the hospital about what we can do to help and we had two or three of those meetings.  He then said that when this happened, it was a complete shock and there was no forewarning, it was just closed.  The meeting the other day that the Governor attended, from what he says and from he can tell, he is all in in trying to do anything he legally and possibly can to save the entire hospital.  He said that was the Governor’s goal.  During that meeting, he took three pages of handwritten notes and asked questions about every part of the finances with the finance people and got what he needed to take back with him.  The Mayor said that he is hopeful that a person in the business world, it seems like this may be right down his alley.  The Mayor went on to say that the building is not owned by Alecto, it is owned by a real estate investment trust so you are dealing with two completely different companies. The one thing the Governor asked, and the attorney for Alecto was there, can you buy me a little bit of time because time is working against us with them announcing the closing.  He said that he couldn’t make any promises but he said some things are going to need to happen because this is an ugly situation and a very complex situation but his concern wasn’t just about Fairmont Regional.  He said all over our state, this can happen to all of the small hospitals and with all of the drug problems and all of the other services, he said that we have to nip this in the bud and get out in front of it. The Mayor said that he was glad to hear that it is not just about Fairmont and that it is a bigger picture than us because in his opinion, that may make him be even more creative.  The Governor said that it won’t be long before he responds and he was hoping it would be this week and that it will be something positive.  

The Mayor went on to talk about the building.  He said the hospital looks great on the outside but there are significant physical plant problems which mean a whole lot of money and it’s not nearly as pretty as it is on the outside.  He noted that he was not saying that we don’t want to save it but he was just saying there are a lot of moving parts and a lot of complexities to this.  

Councilmember Grubb stated that there is a sign on the building at the Health Plex that said “for sale”.  She noted it went up today.  She said that it is not just affecting the hospital itself, but a lot of other businesses.  

IN RE:	BUSINESS AFTER HOURS – OMNI ASSOCIATES 

Councilmember Mainella reported that he, Councilmember Blood, and Councilmember Yann attended the Chamber’s Business After Hours at Omni Associates.  He noted that it was a very nice event and was well attended.  He then mentioned that Omni will be celebrating their 40th year in business this year in Fairmont.  

IN RE:	PERENNIAL FLORAL 

Councilmember Grubb is Perennial Floral is absolutely beautiful.  She mentioned that there is a video of it on Facebook right now that showcases the business.  

CITIZENS PETITIONS

IN RE:	MOUNTAIN STATE CELEBRATION 

BOB CARUBIA, 132 Carubia Drive, Core, WV, addressed Council regarding the Love and Action component of the Mountain State Celebration.  He said with the abundance of homelessness and addiction, the local Mountain State Celebration team and the Love and Action leaders have decided to focus activities in downtown Fairmont.  On Saturday, March 14th, those joining the Love and Action launch will assemble at the Central United Methodist Church.  He went on to say there are over 35 churches that are participating in the Mountain State Celebration and over 140 churches participating in the north central WV area and more than 900 people participating in the Mountain State Celebration with all kinds of training and the preliminary events for that celebration.  He then said that the Love and Action teams will spend four hours doing service work in the downtown area and will serve lunch at the Soup Opera and Union Mission.  He closed by saying that the Love and Action is not intended to be a one-time event but will continue into the future.  

IN RE:	TRASH ON FENNIMORE STREET

STACIE WILLING, 1101 Fennimore Street, addressed Council regarding the trash on Fennimore Street.  She said that she is very close to the college, however, it is not only the college students that they are having problems with.  She said they have a lot of trash all over the street and unfortunately she has been cleaning up after all of the people who leave their garbage out.  She said they are not putting their garbage cans away but they will also put trash bags in their cans and then throw other trash in there to just blow throughout the neighborhood.  She then presented pictures to Council to show the trash blowing around the neighborhood.  

Ms. Means replied that Code Enforcement will go out and look at it and cite the responsible party.   

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

IN RE:	AUDIT REPORT PRESENTED TO COUNCIL 

Ms. Means presented each Councilmember with a copy of the June 30, 2019 Audit Financial Statement.  She said that we have an unqualified opinion which is great.  She said this means there were no adjustments, no deficiencies in internal control.  She let Council know that the notes to the Financial Statement begin on page 28 and she encouraged Council to read through those notes to get the most information from the report.  

CONSIDERATION OF COUNCIL BUSINESS 

IN RE:	ADOPTION, AN ORIDNANCE PROVIDING FOR AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF FAIRMONT’S 2019-2020 ANNUAL BUDGET:  GENERAL FUND  

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion for the adoption of an ordinance providing for a General Fund Budget Revision.     

Motion:

Councilmember Mason moved for the adoption of the proposed ordinance.  Councilmember Blood seconded the motion. 

Roll call was taken by the Clerk. 

The Mayor declared the ordinance adopted by unanimous vote of Council and the ordinance designated as Ordinance No. 1845 was duly adopted.

IN RE:	INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING, SET PUBLIC HEARING, AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE AND ADOPT CURRENT REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE FAIRMONT CITY CODE 

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion and second for the introduction of an ordinance to approve and adopt replacement pages to the Fairmont City Code.              

Motion:

Councilmember Mainella moved for the introduction of the proposed ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Grubb.   

The Clerk read the proposed ordinance by synopsis for the first time.  

The Mayor declared the public hearing set for March 10, 2020.

IN RE:	INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING, SET PUBLIC HEARING,  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CITY OF FAIRMONT’S PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CELL PHONE POLICY AND PROCEDURE TO BE CODIFIED AS RULE 28 OF SAID RULES 

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion and second for the introduction of an ordinance amending the Personnel Rules to provide for the establishment of a Cell Phone Policy to be codified as Rule 28 of said Rules.                

Motion:

Councilmember Blood moved for the introduction of the proposed ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Yann.   

The Clerk read the proposed ordinance by synopsis for the first time.  

The Mayor declared the public hearing set for March 10, 2020.

IN RE:	INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING, SET PUBLIC HEARING, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CITY OF FAIRMONT’S PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY TO BE CODIFIED AS RULE 29 OF SAID RULES 

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion and second for the introduction of an ordinance amending the Personnel Rules to provide for the establishment of a Social Media Policy to be codified as Rule 29 of said Rules.                

Motion:

Councilmember Yann moved for the introduction of the proposed ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Blood.   

The Clerk read the proposed ordinance by synopsis for the first time.  

The Mayor declared the public hearing set for March 10, 2020.

IN RE:	INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING, SET PUBLIC HEARING, AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRMONT, WEST VIRGINIA, APPROVING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THAT CERTAIN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS, LOCAL 318, AND THE CITY OF FAIRMONT DATED______________, 2020, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING AND EMPOWERING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF FAIRMONT

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion and second for the introduction of an ordinance approving the Collective Bargaining Agreement by and between the IAFF Local 318 and the City of Fairmont.                

Motion:

Councilmember Mason moved for the introduction of the proposed ordinance.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Blood.   

The Clerk read the proposed ordinance by synopsis for the first time.  

The Mayor declared the public hearing set for March 10, 2020.

IN RE:	ADOPTION, A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF FAIRMONT ENDORSING THE CHICKEN ROAST SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TO BE HELD AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 1529 MARY LOU RETTON DRIVE, FAIRMONT, ON APRIL 26, 2020

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion for the adoption of a resolution endorsing the Chicken Roast sponsored by the Knight of Columbus on April 26, 2020.     

Motion:

Councilmember Mainella moved for the adoption of the proposed resolution.  Councilmember Blood seconded the motion. 

Roll call was taken by the Clerk. 

The Mayor declared the resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those Councilmembers present.

IN RE:	ONE RESIDENT MEMBER APPOINTMENT, FAIRMONT-MORGANTOWN HOUSING AUTHORITY, FIVE-YEAR TERM TO END FEBRUARY 25, 2025

Mayor Merrifield entertained a motion for one Resident Member appointment to the Fairmont-Morgantown Housing Authority for a five-year term to end February 25, 2025.     

Motion:  

Councilmember Blood moved to appoint John Fallon to the Fairmont-Morgantown Housing Authority for a five-year term to end February 25, 2025.   The motion was seconded by Councilmember Yann.    

Roll call was taken by the Clerk. 

The Mayor declared John Fallon appointed to the Fairmont-Morgantown Housing Authority for a five-year term ending February 25, 2025 by unanimous vote of those Councilmembers present. 

ADJOURNMENT

The Mayor entertained a motion for adjournment.

Motion:

Councilmember Mason moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Blood.     

The Mayor declared the meeting adjourned by voice vote of Council at 7:40 p.m. 
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